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The Covid situation in India has drawn attention from across the globe.
The world has become a community working towards mitigating the
myriad challenges the second wave of COVID has posed. While these
are trying times for each of us in the Indian sub-continent, we have to
hold ourselves together to fight this battle. The Chamber is committed
to help support the cause and we have oriented our focus towards
providing the relief in a more institutionalized and organized manner
COVID Crisis in India so that we reach out to the last mile person of the corners of the country.
Our undivided attention and commitment to fight this battle cannot be
possible if we are not able to collect ourselves together with a single goal
inmind.
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PCC Leadershi P Series- The sorry state of affairs around us is real and as a global non-profit we
Interview with are committed to address the immediate problems as well what may

: - arise tomorrow. It has really given us a great deal of hope to see how the
Parminder Sethi entire community has supported and is still supporting the Chamber.
These difficult times certainly don't call for criticizing the Government
. . or the healthcare system or the people. It is time for us to stand for each
Business Wise other. The Chamber is raising funds through crowdfunding. To date, we have raised over $60,000. We have
Working from home? already sent Oxygen Concentrators to Delhi and are arranging for other units to be delivered and deployed in
How's it go ,ng') Punjab. On behalf of the Chamber. I wish to thank our trustees, members, and everyone who contributed to this
cause.
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We thank and salute the dozens of private donors and various organizations that have supported these efforts
Tech nology Matters wholeheartedly. There are some organizations doing incredible work in India for the people, we are committed to

We get you the latest in what support them with all our might.

matters in technology dally I also wish to apprise all of you that last month, we also celebrated Baisakhi virtually with a lot of warmth and gusto.
we thank each of you for your continuous support and encouragement. we urge everyone to join us in making it
bigger and truly global. Let’s hope to celebrate this festival next year in a bigger way and face-to-face with a tight
jhappi. These tough times call for us to come together and cultivate a spirit of compassion and make this world a
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I take this opportunity to thank all the members for extending their selfless support to the folks who need it. Please
stay strong and stay together. I am urging the Chapters to come forward and help us create a larger impact.

Empathize. Help. Pray.

Punjabi Chamber Foundation India COVID Relief
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Procuring Oxygen Concentrators

~ 32 people just donated
For EN Dm
We are TOGETHER in this . el
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&  Gurpreet Pasricha is organizing this fundraiser. $3,000 - Topdonation
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FErT To help individuals and hospitals across India, the Punjabi Chamber Foundation is raising funds for oxygen
Pllnjabl Chamber of Commerce Team concentrators and other Covid related issues. Please come forward and spread the word.
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COVID Crisis in India

HELP INDIA

DEFEAT THE SECOND WAVE OF COVID-19

It is an extremely scary and vulnerable time for the residents of India. If you have
family or friends who are suffering, please reach out to them to let them you are here
and thinking about them.

Other things to consider:

Helping them develop an emergency plan

Sending them evidence-based information/care guidelines

Emphasizing importance of vaccines

India aims to vaccinate 250 million "priority people" by the end of July.
But experts say that the pace of vaccination has been slow and unless the
drive is scaled up, the target could be missed.

The best vaccine is the one you can get right NOW!
Don't wait. Get the vaccine

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

If you're at home and are wondering how you can contribute to the
relief efforts, here are some suggestions to consider:

DONATE g VOLUNTEER

You can pick where you'd like to contribute
| If you're healthy and able to move around,

< >
to individual fundraisers, NGOs working for y il Vg af
R et 0vva rds communihes / - P ! T ) you can volunteer for numerous tasks
\/ﬁ?(\q l : including delivering food and medicines

in need.
to COVID-19 patients.

—r T o COOK MEALS
n emergency situations, families are § 2

unable to contact all the leads they < . Currently, COVID-19 patients isolating at
have for requirements like hospital > home, elderly and disabled people whose
beds or oxygen cylinders. You can R 1 caregivers are infected require food. Several
offer your time to call up the < 11\ % people have collated lists to share how many
leads and verify availability, X A Y meals can be cooked and delivered in their
price and other important details. . 7 areas. If you're able to cook in bulk, you can
add your names to the lists and get in touch
with those in need.

Double mask up when you need to leave the house for emergencies,
wash your hands and stay safe!




END COVID
It starts with YOU

' Washing hands with soap
I can't spread fast : and water for 20 seconds
when you stay home! = T el

Medical professionals
know me better,
listen to them!

I cannot get inside you
easily if you avoid touching
your face often.

I don't discriminate. To fight me,
you need solidarity, not hatred.
Be kind to each other.

Scientists have developed
vaccines. My end is near, it seems!

PCC Leadership Series
Interview with Parminder Sethi

Through our PCC Leadership Series, we would like to introduce you to our key
members who are making an impact

How would you describe your leadership style?

Ibelieve I am more of a Hybrid Leader. No one type of leadership really is all that effective in
this constantly evolving and dynamic world. A leader has to be able to engage, be |
participative, be able to serve, make decisions and yet also be productive and move the ball |
forward.

In a crisis, as a head of an organization, how do you mitigate the challenges? Are there any organic processes
orinstinctive intuitions?

I goback to hybrid thinking again. Humans react to crisis differently — pressure can be buckling, gut wrenching and all — I'like
to think the moment of crisis as source of potential opportunities. Current challenges can most often lead to growth and
overall improvements — It's your bent of mind - What can be done better in future? How can we grow from this crisis? What
kind of context are we setting coming out of current Challenges? These challenges and difficult situations allow us all to grow, if
we could let them! Be honest, accept responsibilities, make changes and Excelsior!!

Who all have inspired you?

List is endless, may not even know their names — I am most inspired by humble, thoughtful and selfless acts and beings.
Inspirations are all around us, just need to sharpen our recipiency.

What are your biggest worries or concerns right now?
Human condition is extremely fragile yet stupendously resilient- it can be worrisome but also gives me massive hope!

Whatis your vision for PCC?

A voluntary organization that works and engages tirelessly, thoughtfully and selflessly to uplift the community in any and all
aspects disregarding political and religious barriers. Excelsior!
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Working from home? How's it going?

“The pandemic has blurred the line between work and (personal) life.
While it may have been easier to compartmentalize different aspects of
our life before, we must now strive towards better work-life integration.
While I have enjoyed the shortened commute to work and straying from
the normal dress code, I am looking forward to once again building
relationships over lunch and having thoughtful discussions with my team
around the conference table.”

Neha Arnold, Philadelphia Chapter

“Working from home has been a surreal experience as it saves a lot of time
which earlier was spent commuting to work. But now I have started to
miss my colleagues at work; client meetings; the small festive
celebrations at work. However, this is just a phase in life which we all are
going through and this too shall pass.”

Ruchika Tandon, Mumbai Chapter

“A mother can take up any challenge that is thrown at her. The initial days
were tough but everyone has adjusted to the 'new normal' including my
two children. My organization has allowed a mixture of home and office
working and I am quite comfortable with it.”

Sumeet Kaur, Chandigarh Chapter

“While some of us have managed to strike the right work life balance
whereas some of us have had greater issues living together. It has
impacted our lives in different ways. On one hand I have been able to
devote more time to my work and family but on the other hand, there is a
lot of office action and cognitive thinking that has gone missing. Human
beings are social animals and hence we need to be back in the offices,
gyms, social events soon.”

Inderpreet Kaur, London Chapter




Technology Matters

We get you the latest in what matters in technology daily

Alexa, should I getbangs?

Amazon is opening a hair salon in London in a bid to test new technology and sell more beauty products. The salon will occupy over
1,500 sq. ft where Amazon says it will initially be trialing the use of augmented reality (AR) to test hair colours and styles and “point-
and-learn” technology. The latter being a system that allows customers to point to products on a display shelf in order to learn more
through videos and other content that then appears on a display screen. They can order the products by scanning the QR code on
the shelf, which will take them to the Amazon shopping page. They can add it to their cart and check out.

Ifyou are planning to investin AR, keep an eye on the new Amazon hair salon in London.
Pop of colour

Apple broke away from than 20 years of colourless desktop computers

at its Spring launch. White and silver have always dominated the Mac
colour palette. But not anymore. iMac will now be avail-able in a
kaleidoscope of colours- green, blue, yellow and others. A new
improved camera, Apple's in-house chips and much more in the new ‘
iMac. In addition, Apple announced a redesigned Pod-cast app with \ ] |

support for paid subscriptions, a new purple iPhone 12, its long-awaited
AirTag de-vices for finding lost objects, a new Apple TV 4K with a new
remote (you also can buy the remote separately) and newiPad.

Microsoft acquires Nuance for nearly $20 billion

Microsoft acquired Nuance Communications, a leader in speech to text software, for $19.7 billion. In a post announcing the deal,
the company said this was about increasing its presence in the healthcare vertical, a place where Nuance has done well in recent
years. In fact, the company an-nounced the Microsoft Cloud for Healthcare last year, and this deal is about accelerating its pres-
ence there. Nuance’s products in this area include Dragon Ambient eXperience, Dragon Medical One and PowerScribe One for
radiology reporting.

Your Local Lender
DID YOU KNOW?

Community banks
make MORE THAN 60%
of small business loans.

When community banks
thrive, communities thrive.

Source: ICBA 2019

Sarika Sikand

Vice President
SBA Business Development Executive

908-894-6173
& EQUAL HOUSING LENDER | MEMBER FDIC Sarika.Sikand@unitybank.com
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Events Recap
Starting your own business: The Secrets to Success by PCC London
The pandemic has fast-forwarded the thoughts of many to become an entrepreneur.

But as Rohit Nanda said, "it is not as glamorous as it looks to be." He talked about the
various questions to ask and what to keep in mind before starting your own business.

Vaccines have been rolled out — Now what? By PCC New Jersey

Which vaccine is better than the other? Should I wait? I am young,
I don't need to get vaccinated. Our diverse panel answered all these questions and more.
The verdict is: The most efficient vaccine is the one you have access to readily
COVID-19 doesn't spare anybody so get the vaccine

Virtual Vaisakhi Event by PCC Mumbai

Mumbai Chapter organized a fun-filled evening. The highlight of the event
was a live performance by Onkar Narang of ‘Lamberghini fame’.

Preserving Punjab's Heritage: A Story of Challenges and Revival
by PCC Amritsar and Chandigarh

A diverse group of speakers spoke about the challenges, opportunities and the efforts they
are making to Punjab's many forgotten arts and crafts.

Virtual Vaisakhi Celebration by PCC Philadelphia,
New York, New Jersey and Washington D.C

A diverse group of speakers spoke about the challenges, opportunities and the
efforts they are making to Punjab’s many forgotten arts and crafts.

NJEDA new initiatives to support businesses impacted
by COVID-19 by PCC New Jersey

PCC partnered with New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA)
for a special webinar conversation for all New Jersey Businesses. The attendees learned
about various programs such as emergency rental assistance, SBA loans, grants,
micro-lending programs as well as other resources.

For those who could not attend, you can access the recordings here

PCC LinkedIn Group

The Chamber now has a LinkedIn group! You will be delighted to know it is a closed group and only for PCC members.
We value your participation in our group and we would encourage you to launch new discussions, polls, post relevant
articles, upload white papers and blogs as well as commenting on existing posts.

Join us now



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWIsTzlA3jJdBJaJwOh7exA
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9026272/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9026272/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9026272/
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